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The Story Behind the Theft...

The thief oiled the rusty hinges, wrapped rags around them to
muffle their creaking, then picked the lock on the rusty old front
gate. That done, he slinked across the lawn, heading towards the
darkened hulk of a vault Boddy called his museum. That
repository of priceless masterpieces will be my triumph, the
culmination of my life of crime! he mused. Little could Boddy
know that the overly “curious” art lover he’d found fingering the
Fragonard and kicked out of the charity ball would return years
later under cloak of darkness...Boddy had shut the museum
doors to the public for good after that incident and installed a
security system. Nothing a pair of wire clippers couldn’t fix!

Slipping from shadow to shadow across the vast expanse, the
Thief thought about the guests all sound asleep up in the main
house. Diligent spade work was the secret to this criminal’s
success, and it was vital to know not only the workings of the
collector and his great household, but all the habits of its strange
collection of guests as well. There was that dotty old retired
military man, Colonel Mustard...the dumpy anthropology
professor, Plum...and Mr. Green, the so-called “businessman”
whose path the Thief had crossed several times - but Green
would never know that!

And Mrs. Peacock...the Thief once worked for her — and
against her, too. A real beauty in her youth, with a string of
admirers as long as her string of precious pearls...she'd strung
the Thief along too long...those pearls of hers had fetched a
pretty penny! The only guest who remained a complete mystery
was the exotic Miss Scarlet. She certainly did a good job hiding
her past — not to mention her present.

No matter, after another of Mrs. White’s leaden lasagnas, they
were all sleeping the sleep of the dead a few hundred yards away,
and they would never know what was going on just down the
lawn...

The Thief reached the museum...Now leap the low wall, pad
silently across the terrace...just like clockwork, a perfect plan...
quick flick of the penlight to check the lock...and I'M IN! The old
adrenaline surged through the veins. This will be the heist of the
century...NO! This will be the greatest heist in history!
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