To Kill A

A JIGSAW PUZZLE MYSTERY




“He has only a few hours to live,” Hogarth whispered as he led
the guests into the ornately furnished room. Quietly the six friends
gathered round the bed, staring down at a weakened man. He
appeared to be in great pain and the sound of his labored breathing
filled the gloomy shadows.

Dr. David Black opened his eyes and his haggard face lit up.
"Are they all here, Hogarth? All six?” The butler assured him they
were. "It was so very kind of you to come. If I'd known I was going
to die, I would have given you more notice.”

“You're not going to die,” Colonel Mustard huffed with gentle
authority.

Black chuckled. "Good old Mustard.” He reached out a thin arm.
"I've nominated you to the board of Consolidated Mining, old friend.
To take my place. With all the stock I'm leaving you..."

“Good Lord. Don't talk that way. You'll inherit my stock before I
inherit yours. | mean, I won't inherit yours. You'll...” Mustard was get-
ting flustered. "Peacock, tell this stubborn old thing we won't permit
him to die.”

Mrs. Peacock took the colonel’s place at the bedside. "Of course
we won't. Tudor Close wouldn't be the same without David Black.”

“Yes, it will.” The frail man squeezed her hand. "In fact, that's your
job, Elizabeth. I'm leaving you the house and grounds in my will. 1
want you to keep the estate just the way it is — for my friends.”

The matronly widow was about to protest when he cut her off.
"Not much time left. Is that Scarlett I hear?” The younsg, well-mani-
cured Miss Scarlett was weeping openly. "I just wanted to remind
you about the jewels,” the dying man said, trying to make himself
heard above the sobs. "I know you wanted to borrow them for a
party next week. But Hogarth is sending them to London for cleaning.
I do it once every five years. Hope you don't mind.”
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THE SOLUTION
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"Neither did I,” said Colonel Mustard and promptly marched off

through the mansion and out the front door. A light rain continued

His killer's still here?” Miss Scarlett said, glancing around with
an alarmed expression. "And you know who it is? Hogarth, how can

you possibly..."
Quite simple, Miss. The evidence is right in front of you.

"I felt the same way,” piped in Mrs. Peacock. "A bit dodgy if you
Hello? Constable Mauve?”

ask me. Hogarth, what are you doing?”
Hogarth had lifted the receiver and was in the process of dialing.

I'm telephoning the police, Madam. From what [ see here, Dr. Black's
killer is still in the mansion. [ would like the local constable to

arrive before the perpetrator has a chance to escape.”
Before the constable arrives and Hogarth explains the details of

the crime, it's your turn. Just assemble the jigsaw puzzle and you'll
have all the clues needed to solve this most puzzling of murders.
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others back in the kitchen. "You know, there was something definitely

to soak the oval drive. "Well, his car's not here,” he reported to the
odd about that Gray."
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