


The Masquerade Murder

Colonel Mustard loved surprises. Taking the large package
from the messenger with something like glee, he marched it into
his sitting room. Should he open the card on top first? Yes. That
would prolong the suspense very nicely. It was from Dr. David
Black, perhaps his best friend in the world. “A party!” the Colonel
exclaimed as he perused the invitation. "Next Saturday. Fancy
dress costumes.” It was nice to see that Dr. Black didn't allow his
recent run of bad luck in the stock market to dampen his
enthusiasm for entertaining.

A second later and he was tearing open the box. It looked like
a suit. Could good old Black have gone as far as providing him
with a costume for the party? Yes, that's just what it was, a World
War I flying ace uniform, complete with scarf and goggles. "What a
dashing outfit!" As Colonel Mustard held it up to the light, a note
fell out of the jacket.

“Please wear this,” it said in Black's distinctive hand. "1
thought it apropos. You've certainly had enough luck with
aces during the past year. Hope the sleeves are roomy
enough. Ha-ha.”

Colonel Mustard read the note twice, his frown increasing.
Aces? Sleeves? Just what was the joke? Mustard gulped. Could
Black possibly know his dirty little secret?

Mustard read it a third time, his memory focusing on the
National Amateur Poker Finals last month in Manchester. He had
won the competition handily, thanks in large to his talent for
storing aces up the sleeve of his tuxedo and switching them for
useless cards at just the right moment. Dr. Black had been on hand
with his video camera, recording his win for posterity and the
local poker club. Could Black have seen something that night, or
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THE SOLUTION
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The sergeant was amazed. "What? You know? How can you

know?"

[ have photographic evidence,” Hogarth replied. "Come over

right away and I'll explain.”
Before the sergeant and his men arrive, it's your turn.

Assemble the jigsaw puzzle to find Hogarth's photo of the six

mn

suspects. Somewhere in there is the one clue you'll need to solve

Dr. Black's murder.



