
TEACHING TOOLS AND ACTIVITIES 

MAKING STORIES 

• Creativity

Fostering creativity - being able to think outside the 

box, brainstorm, generate new ideas and improve 

existing ones - is one of the core 21st Century skills 

that has received extensive attention[16]. Helping 

young minds to imagine "what if" and "what could 

be"[17] are the roots of creative thinking. Parents can 

support this by offering guidance rather than 

instruction and helping young children to be flexible 

in their thinking as they discover and generate new 

ideas.[18] 

WHAT YOU'LL NEED 

PLAY-DOH 

COMPOUND 

A FEW SMALL 

TOYS, SUCH AS 

PLASTIC 

ANIMALS OR 

VEHICLES 

FLAT WORK 

SURFACE 

WHAT TO DO 

STEP 1 

Place the Play-Doh cans and other toys on a table together 

STEP2 

Ask the kids to select a few toys then have them use the Play-Doh 

compound to sculpt a habitat or other related items to the toys they 

selected. 

STEP3 

Encourage kids to build out any scene they imagine with minimal 

explanation or guidance. You'll be amazed to see the kinds of dia­

logs, stories, and ideas they come up with! 

Many kids will intuitively know what to do without instruction, but if 

they need a little help getting started, that's OK. You can get the ball 

rolling by making Play-Doh caves or other story-starter props to 

help spark some ideas. Make sure to let them decide where the ad­

venture goes from there! 




