
TEACHING TOOLS AND ACTIVITIES 

LEARNING LETTERS 

Communication skills ranging from basics like learning 

letters and words to expanding their ability to engage in 

conversations are fundamentally important for 

supporting both academic and eventual career success 

[9]. Activities that encourage kids to physically create 

letters help promote reading and writing skills[10], and 

parent-child conversation during shared activities can 

lead to vocabulary growth[11 ]. The alphabet is a big part 

of the educational curriculum, and sometimes it can be 

difficult to make the concept of writing fun and engaging. 

This activity does away with tricky writing utensils and the 

permanency of marks on paper by allowing kids to 

practice their ABCs with a more freeform, hands-on 

approach using Play-Doh compound. During the activity, 

talking can help develop a young child's vocabulary and 

stimulate conversational skills like turn-taking and sharing 

ideas[12]. 

WHAT YOU'LL NEED WHAT TO DO 

STEP 1 
CLEAR VISUALS OF 

LETTERS AND/OR 

WORDS 

Provide the visual to your child and decide together which 
letter to explore. 

• For example, write
some letters on a
piece of paper, or
find something in
the house that clear
ly shows large let
ters or words

, 

PLAY-DOH 

COMPOUND 

FLAT WORK 

SURFACE 

• 

STEP2 

Encourage them to recreate the lines in the letter using their 
favorite Play-Doh color. 

STEP3 

Try building familiar words or making their name. Make sure 
to talk through the activity as they go; see below for some 
conversation starters . 




