


Sounds Like A Robbery!.
§

lt began like any other boring summer
afternoon. Vivienne Scarlett wanted everyone to go

. . to the mall, but everyone said no. They’d spent

enough afternoons watching her try on clothes and

telling her how nice she looked. johnny Green tried to

get them excited about a game of baseball or touch

football. But there were only six of them and Vivienne and Peter Plum
weren't all that crazy to play.

When they stopped to think about it, there wasn't any logical reason why
they should be such good friends. True, they all went to the same school
and they were all about the same age. But their personalities were as
different as the colors of their names.

“Maybe we're friends because we all like to argue and get on each
other’s nerves,” Mike Mustard once suggested.

“That's so stupid,” Liz Peacock argued back. “Sometimes you really get
on my nerves.”

“You see?” Mike said. “That proves my point.” And then they all got
into an argument about who liked to argue the most.

For the past few weeks they’d been playing spy games. It was Mike's
idea. He talked them all into getting spy stuff, like binoculars and tape
recorders. But they soon got tired of tailing the mailman and went back to
just hanging out.

On this particular afternoon, they sat around the front steps of The White
Hotel, watching as Peter Plum practiced on his in-line skates.

Peter started all the way down the block and then picked up speed,
hoping to jump the entire set of steps. He was crouched down and
concentrating hard when two men suddenly appeared from around the
other corner, walking toward the same steps. Peter was heading directly
for them. “Watch out!” he shouted. The men looked up and froze, exactly
the wrong thing to do.

Peter swerved. He jumped the lowest step only, then stumbled into
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skates. They chased after the car, one on each side of the street. On the
first left-hand turn, Peter was locked up in traffic and got left behind.

Johnny made the turn and pumped to catch up. He could see Max in
the passenger seat looking at a map, which was probably why the car was
going so slowly. Even so, Johnny kept falling farther behind. It was three
blocks later that the bank robbers made a right. Johnny tried to follow but
got caught by a red light.

“Go through it!” a voice squawked from his waistline. Johnny looked
down at the walkie-talkie that was hanging from his belt.

“No, Mike,” Johnny said into his walkie-talkie. “That’s against the law.”

On the roof of Black’s clothing store two blocks away, Mike grumbled.
“We're tailing bank robbers and he’s worried about a red light.” Mike
turned to his partner. “Where are they now?”

. B Vivienne was right beside him, peering down

~N N through her set of binoculars. Getting up on the roof

of Black’s had been easy. It was Vivienne's favorite

store and she knew every door and stairwell in the

place. “Turning east onto Elm,” she said. Mike relayed
the information.

Peter was the first to call back. “Ya-hoo! Got ‘em in sight. This time |
won't lose ‘em.”

Johnny called in ten seconds later. “Got ‘em, too. They're slowing down.
Stopping. Come on in, everybody. We're at ElIm and Third.”

Liz was the last of the six to arrive on the scene. She saw the others
ducked down behind a dumpster and joined them. “Mrs. Turner, the real
estate agent, was waiting for them,” Mike whispered. “They’re inside.” He
pointed to the building. “Arcade” was on the marquee in bright red letters.

“The video arcade?” Liz asked. “| thought it closed down last week.”

“It did,” Peter said. “Maybe they want to rent it. Watch out! Get down.”

A large woman with short blond hair was coming out of the arcade.
Alone. “Take your time,” Mrs. Turner yelled to the people still inside. “Look
around. I just have to feed the meter.”

“Take your time,” an English voice replied eagerly. “We'll be right here.”

“What do they want with a deserted store?” Johnny wondered out
loud. “Vivienne, the binoculars.”

It took Johnny a full minute to make his way across the street, to find




the right angle and to focus the binoculars through the store window. He
returned with his report. “They have a little pickax,” he told his friends.
“They're at the back of the arcade, examining the brick wall.”

“Why?” Vivienne asked.

“Don’t you know?” Peter said with a snort. Sometimes he couldn’t
believe how dense they were. “On the other side of that brick wall is the
First Tudor Bank. They’re planning to break through the wall and rob the
bank. This is serious stuff. And...” He checked his watch. “And it's late.”

The six kids exchanged glances. It was almost dinnertime. Their families
would be waiting. “We‘ve done all we can right now,” Lily said. She was
hungry. “We figured out what the robbers plan to do and how they plan
to do it. The only question is when.”

“Yeah. When?" Johnny looked at his own watch. “If | don’t get home,
my mom’s gonna shoot me.”

“But we can't give up the surveillance,” Liz whined. “Dinner or no dinner.”

As usual, it was Peter who came up with the solution. “Mike,” he said.
“You have a tape recorder, right?”

“Yeah.” Mike suddenly beamed. “A voice-activated micro-cassette.
Want me to get it?”

“Yeah. And meet us back at the hotel,” said Peter. “I've got a plan.”

Mike biked home, joining the others later back at the hotel. He handed
Peter a tiny tape recorder. Peter sneaked a potted geranium down from
the windowsill of room 107 and hid the machine under the leaves. Then
he placed the pot back by the open window. ; '

“We’ll meet here after dinner,” Peter said as  fa ¥
they tiptoed out of the alley. “Eight p.m. \
Synchronize your watches. With any luck, we’ll *
have another conversation to listen to.”

It was still light out when Peter, Liz and Mike
returned to the hotel window. Liz insisted it was
her turn for a little danger. “Why should boys have all the fun?” she said
as she sneaked up to the window. After making sure no one was in the
room, she lifted down the flowerpot and looked inside.

Vivienne and Johnny had just shown up as Liz scurried back to join
the group. “The tape recorder’s gone,” she stammered. “And someone
left this note.”
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